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1 Basic information

Course Number: 0900018

Credits: 3

Hours: 48

Pre—requisites: design sketch, composition

Subject Area: all design majors

Suggested teaching materials: "Visual Communication Design Manual,” by Qi Qi, Tsinghua
University Press, August 2020

Institute: School of Art & Design

Course Description: This is an elective course for all design majors. The teaching task and
purpose are to cultivate students' basic ability to apply the basic principles of visual communication
to convey information in two—dimensional or three—dimensional space through visual language.
This course aims to enable students to master the basic principles and design methods of visual
communication design, and to be able to flexibly apply various visual languages, design concepts,
and techniques to various practical designs. Its ideological and political education goal is to enable
students to understand various new design trends and development trends in the world today,
allow students to access advanced knowledge of "artificial intelligence + design”, focus on the
integration of humanistic education, and learn the connotative knowledge of "traditional culture
+ design”, and cultivate and exercise independent design innovation ability in design practice
activities.

2 Aims of the course

Goal 1. To help students understand the basic principles of visual communication design and
master the basic principles of creative design.

Goal 2. To enable students to understand and master creative methods of visual communication
design, and apply them in the design process.

Goal 3. To enhance students’ ability to visualize creative concepts through design, and to
master the visual language and expression methods in various design media.

Goal 4. To enable students to proficiently grasp and apply the basic operation methods of
vector drawing software and bitmap software, and to independently complete the design of posters,
layout design, and other graphic creative designs.

This course design supports the attainment of Graduation Requirement 2—2 (accounting for
50% of the achievement of this indicator), Graduation Requirement 2—3 (accounting for 25% of
the achievement of this indicator), and Graduation Requirement 4—3 (accounting for 25% of the
achievement of this indicator) in the professional talent training program.

3 Syllabus Outline

(1) Introduction
1. Teaching content:
1.1 Addressing the question of "what"
1.2 A brief history of design
1.3 How to effectively convey information

2. Basic requirements

Understanding the origins and principles of visual communication design, grasping the meaning
and basic processes of visual communication, and learning the methods and techniques of

typography design through classroom exercises.
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3. Educational goals of the course

By understanding the development and concepts of visual communication design, it aims to
stimulate students' professional identity and learning interest, and cultivate their innovative
consciousness and scientific spirit.

(2) Basic Visual Elements Design

1. Teaching Content:

2.1 Font Design

2.2 Graphic Design

2.3 Logo Design

2. Basic Requirements:

Master the methods and techniques of text design, creative font design methods; understand
the definition and classification of logos, master the methods and techniques of logo design;
master the methods and techniques of graphic design and layout design.

3. Educational Goals of Ideological and Political Education in the Course:

By understanding the principles and methods of basic visual elements design, strengthen
practical awareness, learn to combine theory and practice, and be able to flexibly apply the learned
theories and methods in practical projects.

(3) Layout Design

1. Teaching Content:

3.1 Basic concepts of layout design

3.2 Layout design layout principles

2. Basic Requirements:

Understanding the basic knowledge and components of layout design, mastering the basic types
and design methods of layout design, understanding the artistry and interactivity of interface design,
and flexibly applying various methods of interface design in design practice to carry out interface
design of related products.

3. lIdeological and Political Education Objectives of the Course:

By understanding the design principles and methods of layout design, strengthening practical
awareness, learning to combine theory and practice, and being able to flexibly apply the learned
theories and methods in relevant practical topics, to establish a consciousness of serving society .

(4) Poster Design

1. Teaching content:

4.1 Types and basic elements of posters

4.2 Creativity and association in poster design

4.3 Layout and application of posters

2. Basic requirements:

Understand the basic types and elements of poster design, master the basic principles and
design methods of poster design, understand the artistic and promotional nature of poster design,
and be able to flexibly apply various methods of poster design in practical design.

3. Educational goals of ideological and political education in the curriculum

To help students understand the design principles and methods of poster design, and to introduce
them to advanced knowledge in "artificial intelligence + design”, with an emphasis on the

integration of humanities education and the learning of the connotative knowledge of "traditional
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Corresponding
Assessment/ graduation
Grade ) ) )
o evaluation Percent Assessment/Evaluation Rules requirement
composition . o
link indicator
points
There are 5 ordinary homework assignments after
class, which  mainly assess students’
Usual Usual understanding and mastery of the knowledge
50% ) ) 2-2, 2-3. 4-3
grades homework points and techniques of each class, and
calculate the average score of all homework and
then include 50% in the total score

culture + design”.

The correspondence between the teaching content and the curriculum objectives and

allocation of class hours are shown in the table.

the

No Teaching content Supporting Curriculum | Supporting the graduation Teaching Experimental
. Objectives requirements indicator points | hours hours
1 Introduction Goal 1 2—2 2
2 Basic visual element of Objectives 1, 2, 3 2—2. 2—3 6 20
design
3 Layout Design Objectives 2, 3 2—2. 2—3. 43 8
4 Poster design Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4 2—2. 2—3. 43 8
Total 12 36
4 Practice projects
o The name of Support for
the experiment Experimental content and requirements | Hours graduation Type Remark
project requirements
Text—Oracle Pro Writing, Poetry Xi Practice,
1 4 2—2. 2-3 Design Obligatory
Creative Font Design Xi Practice
Basic  visual - - - - :
Logo—Tangram Xi practice, creative design Xi
2 element design ) 4 2—2. 2—3 Design Obligatory
practice
3 Graphics—vector Xi, bitmap Xi 8 2—2. 2—3 Design Obligatory
Synthesis  of
) ) ) ) ) ) Comprehensi )
4 basic  visual | Comprehensive design: graphic logo design | 4 2—2. 2—3.4-3 Obligatory
ve
elements
5 Layout Display panel design 8 2—2+ 2—3. 4—3 |[Design Obligatory
) ) ) Comprehensi )
6 Poster design | Series poster design 8 2—2.2—3.4-3 Obligatory
ve
Total 36

5 Assignment and Assessment Plan

(1) Course assessment includes final assessment, usual and homework assessment, and final

assessment takes the form of large assignments (analysis reports).

(2) Course results = usual results * 50% + final assessment results * 50%, the specific content

and ratio are shown in the table.

(3) All course objectives must be greater than or equal to 0.6, otherwise the overall assessment

results will fail, and make—up exams or retakes are required.
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In the form of a series of poster designs, the
Series
Final exam level of students’ creativity and design will be
poster 50% 2-2. 2-3. 4-3
results assessed, and 50% will be included in the total
design
score of the course

6 Relevant instructions

(1) Continuous improvement

The practical aspects of this course require students to design specific topics, and take students’
hands—on production as the main part, supplemented by teacher guidance. In the teaching process,
teachers can appropriately supplement some pictures and related knowledge according to their needs,
so that students can understand some cutting—edge information.

(2) Reference textbooks

Ge Hongyan, FPrinciples of Visual Communication Design, Shanghai Jiaotong University Press,
2010.8

Han Dontnan, Bian Kun, Visual Communication Design, China Water Conservancy and
Hydropower Press, 2012.7

Zuo Xuchu, An [llustrated Book of Trademarks in Modern China, Shanghai Splendid Articles
Publishing House, 2013.2

(U.S.) Pabe Evans, Mark Thomas, "Basics of Visual Communication Design” Shanghai
People's Fine Arts Publishing House, 2017.7
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