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Communication Design Syllabus

1 Basic information

Course Number: 0911049

Credits: 3

Hours: 48

Pre-requisites: design sketch, composition, design psychology

Subject Area: product design, industrial design

Suggested teaching materials: "Basics of Visual Communication Design" (U.S.) Pabe Evans,
Mark Thomas, Shanghai People's Fine Arts Publishing House, July 2017

Institute: school of Art & Design

Course Description: This course is a professional elective course for product design majors.
The teaching task and purpose of this course is to train students to apply the basic principles of
visual communication in two—dimensional and three-dimensional spaces, and to convey visual
information through visual language Basic abilities. This course aims to enable students to
master the basic principles and design methods of visual communication design, and to be able
to flexibly use various visual languages, design ideas and techniques for various applied designs.
The goal of ideological and political education is to enable students to understand the

development trend of various new design trends in the world today, and to cultivate and exercise

independent design innovation ability in design practice activities.
2 Aims of the course

Aim 1: To enable students to understand the basic principles of visual communication
design and master the basic principles of creative design.

Aim 2: To enable students to understand and master the common methods of visually
conveying design creativity and apply them in the design process.

Aim 3: Improve students' ability to visualize product design concepts through skills, and
elaborate the specific image, structure, material, color and other elements of the design object
through design expression.

Aim 4: To enable students to understand and master the basic operation methods of plane
vector drawing software and plane bitmap design software, to carry out plane design and creative

design of products.



This course supports the graduation requirement 7-2 (accounting for 50% of the
achievement of the indicator point), graduation requirement 9-2 (accounting for 25% of the
achievement of the indicator point), and graduation requirement 10-1 (accounting for 25% of the

achievement of the indicator point), the corresponding relationship is shown in the table.

graduation requirement Aims of the course

points

Aim 1 Aim 2 Aim 3 Aim 4

graduation requirement

7.0 J J

graduation requirement J
9-2

graduation requirement J
10-1

3 Syllabus Outline

Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1 What is Visual Communication Design

1.2 Brief Introduction of Design Development

1.3 Information Transmission

Chapter 2 Basic Elements

2.1 Font Design:

Ancient characters/The birth of characters/Ancient Chinese characters — Jia Gu
Wen/Arrowhead Characters/Mayan characters/Ancient Egypt characters/Character categories:
Hieroglyphic, Hieroglyph, Alphabet

Visual representation of characters: Serif/Sans Serif/Handwriting types

2.2 Figure Design

2.2.1 Inspire yourself

Inspiration comes from observation/Inspiration comes from an interesting story/Inspiration
comes from art

2.2.2 The collection & creation of visual elements

Discovery of visual elements/Graphic Design of visual elements/Expansion of visual
elements

2.2.3 Planning and prototyping!

2.3 Logo Design

2.3.1 What is LOGO Design



2.3.2 Function of LOGO Design

Communication/Recognition/Protection

2.3.3 How to design Logo: Interpretation/Figure/Colour/Character

Chapter 3 Layout & Infographic Design

3.1 Layout Design

3.1.1 Something you need to know about layout design

Four elements of layout design: Figure/Title/Text/Colour

3.1.2 Principles to follow

3.2 Infographic Design
3.2.1 Concept & Types of Infographic

Information Visualization/Chart/Coordinate/Schematic table/

3.2.2 Design principle of Infographic

Chapter 4 VI Design

4.1 Conception & Constitution of CIS

CIS/CI/MI/BI/VI

4.2 Cooperation Identity Design

4.2.1 Basic Design System

4.2.2 Application Elements Design System

4.2.3 Visual Outcome Design

Chapter 5 Interface Design

5.1 What is UI?
5.2 Process of Ul

5.2 Design Principles of Ul

The corresponding relationship between teaching content and course objectives and the

allocation of class hours are shown in the table:

No. Teaching content Aims of the course Graduation requirement points Teaching hours | Practice hours
1 Introduction Aim 1 2-2 4
2 Basic Elements Aim 1,2,3 2-2. 2-3 8 8
3 Layout & Infographic Aim 2,3 2-2. 2-3. 4-3 4 4
Design
4 Interface Design Aim 2,3 2-2. 2-3. 4-3 4 8
5} Portfolio Aim 1,2,3,4 2-2. 2-3. 4-3 4 4




Total 24 24

4 Practice projects

No. Name of the project Content and Requirement Hours

1 Basic Elements Master the methods of text design, logo design, 8
graphic design, and layout design, and complete a
series of exercises on Oracle copying, font
recognition, corporate logo design, and creative

graphic design.

2 Layout & Infographic | Set a product, design the product interface, understand 4
Desi the artistry and humanization of interface design, and
esign

fully demonstrate the artistry of interface effects and

the humanization of interface operations in the design.

3 Interface Design For packaging cases of different products under a 8
certain brand, sort out and summarize the attention
points of this type of product packaging, and design a
packaging design for this type of product.

4 Portfolio Complete a set of personal course portfolio. 4

Total 24

5 Assignment and Assessment Plan

(1) Course assessment includes final assessment, usual and homework assessment, and
final assessment takes the form of large assignments (analysis reports).
(2) Course results = usual results * 60% + final assessment results * 40%, the specific
content and ratio are shown in the table. (3) All course objectives must be greater than or equal
to 0.6, otherwise the overall assessment results will fail, and make—up exams or retakes are

required.




6 Relevant instructions

(1) Continuous improvement
The practical aspects of this course require students to design specific topics, and take
students’” hands-on production as the main part, supplemented by teacher guidance. In the
teaching process, teachers can appropriately supplement some pictures and related knowledge
according to their needs, so that students can understand some cutting—edge information, and

Graduation
Course | Assessment and | Percen . )
. Assessment requirements requirement
results evaluation tage )
point
The 3 wusual homework after class mainly
assesses the students' review, understanding and
mastery of the knowledge points of each lesson.
homework v gep | 7-2. 92, 10-1
usual 50% | The average score of all the homework is
results calculated and then calculated as 50% of the total
score.
Randomly check the names, and finally 10% will
attendance ] )
10% | be included in the total course score.
final In the form of a portfolio, the level of students'
assessmen | dissertation 40% creative design is assessed, and 40% is included | 7-2. 9-2. 10-1
(V]
t results in the total course score.

the score calculation: usually scores 60%, and final exam scores 40%.
(2) Reference textbooks
Wang Yanyu, Visual/ Communication Design, China Light Industry Press, 2007.5
Yu Yonghai, Zhou Xu, Visual Communication Design, Higher Education Press, 2006.5
Ge Hongyan, Frinciples of Visual Communication Design, Shanghai Jiaotong University
Press, 2010.8
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